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The Board of Trustees of the Village of Clearwater met for a regular meeting Monday, January 12, 2026, 

at 7 p.m., in the fire hall meeting room. Meeting opened at 7 p.m. Notice of meeting was given in advance 

by publication in Summerland Advocate-Messenger, was posted at US Post Office in Clearwater, Clearwater 

Market, and Cornerstone Bank-Clearwater and was given to Board members prior to meeting. Public was 

informed of location of Open Meeting Act poster.  

Present: Kelly Kerkman, Marsha Hart, Brian King, Jeff Schlecht. Others present: Clerk Angie Hupp, 

Maintenance Operator Troy Behnke, LuAnn Schindler, Steve Stearns. Absent: Cody Kester. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by King, to approve absence of Cody Kester. Voting aye: Kerkman, King, 

Schlecht, Hart. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Schlecht, seconded by Hart, to amend and approve minutes of December 8, 2025 regular and 

reorganizational meetings. Amendments were typing errors corrected as follows: “Motion by Hart, seconded 

by Kerkman, to accept resignation of Caleb Pelter Pelster from Planning Commission effective Jan. 2, 2026.” 

and “Motion by King, seconded by Kerkman, to approve Ordinance 2025-3 setting wages for librarian 

Chelsea Silbernagel, commencing Jan. 1, 2025 2026, and continuing to and through Sept. 30, 2026;”. Voting 

aye: Schlecht, Hart, King, Kerkman. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Hart, seconded by Kerkman, to approve treasurer’s report as presented and place on file. Voting 

aye: Hart, Kerkman, Schlecht, King. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Public comment heard. Steve Stearns, 604 Dibble St., spoke as representative of veterans’ park committee. 

Committee upset over maintenance agreement Board signed at Dec. 8, 2025 meeting as several items weren’t 

listed as discussed at Nov. 10, 2025 meeting with committee members. Stearns asked Board’s intentions with 

agreement and did they want complete control over committee and veterans’ park because that’s what 

agreement stated. At Nov. 10 meeting, Board agreed to carry insurance and allow committee to maintain and 

add to park as desired. However, signed agreement stated committee to carry insurance and ask Board for 

permission to make any changes. Board admitted to trusting changes were made and not reading agreement 

thoroughly before approving and stated attorney must have accidentally provided sample agreement with 

Clearwater’s name added. Stearns asked Clerk Angie Hupp about conversation with Linda Hankla regarding 

banner and light. Hupp stated that Village pays for electricity on streetlights so feels Board should be asked 

or at least made aware of changes Village will be paying for. Stearns felt agreement too much for simple 

situation and questioned wording that made it sound like signers from Sons of Legion are committee. 

Kerkman explained reason for agreement is to protect both Board and committee in future when original 

members aren’t part of it and Sons officers had to sign for legal reasons since committee used Sons’ 501(c)3 

tax ID. Board willing to allow banner and light. Hupp mentioned will need to be approved by ERPPD and 

most entities other than Village are charged annual fees to hang signs on poles owned by power company. 

Stearns stated it’s part of Village and asked why Hupp kept trying to cause problems. Hupp stated clerk’s job 

is to make sure everything is done correctly and follows rules so Village doesn’t get in trouble. After more 

discussion, Kerkman stated changes considered at November meeting weren’t reflected in agreement and 

further conversation will be tabled until February meeting due to absence of Village Attorney Kyle Petersen. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by Hart, to approve banner and light to be hung on ERPPD light pole 

outside of library and veterans’ park. Voting aye: Kerkman, Hart, King, Schlecht. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Hart, seconded by Schlecht, to approve Resolution 2026-1 reaffirming codification of 2025 to 

continue through 2026 as no codifiable ordinances were passed in 2025. Voting aye: Hart, Schlecht, 

Kerkman, King. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by King, to approve Rutjens Construction Pay Request #1 for $59,704.65 

for 85130 515 ½ Ave. sewer expansion project. Schlecht asked if project was complete and Maintenance 

Operator Troy Behnke stated it was except for smoothing a ditch and planting grass, which Rutjens will do 

in spring. Voting aye: Kerkman, King, Hart, Schlecht. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Discussion held regarding recycling trailers. Kerkman not against recycling but is concerned about extra 

work it would cause Behnke. Schlecht asked how long Behnke would have to be at compactor in Neligh. 

Behnke stated preference for trailer from Pro-tainer for easily accessible bins. Full one could be taken out, 

placed in pickup and taken to compactor without having to haul entire trailer. Lids for bins and extra bins can 

be purchased separately. King worried about injuries while dumping and asked if Neligh had way to unload 

bins. Kerkman asked Clerk Angie Hupp to get price differences for more sections on six- or 10-bin trailers 

for cardBoard collection and Behnke to get more information from Neligh regarding setup of compactor site 

and trailer used for residential recycling pick-up for February meeting. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by Schlecht, to approve building permit for SMJ for US Cellular 

communications tower at 800 Montana St. Voting aye: Kerkman, Schlecht, King, Hart. Nay: none. Absent: 

Kester. 

Discussion held regarding zoning for accessory buildings in single-family residential area as Cade Mlnarik 

suggested detached garage might be too large. Mentioned large garages approved at 712 Mitchell’s Ave. and 

105 Nevada St., but had to be approved by planning commission first. Calculations made and building within 

regulations. Motion by King, seconded by Schlecht, to approve building permit for Cade Mlnarik detached 

garage at 402 Iowa St. Voting aye: King, Schlecht, Kerkman, Hart. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Maintenance report presented. Behnke fixed sander in case of snow/ice. King asked about camper on rodeo 

grounds that had been discussed in previous meeting and whether Behnke noticed it before resident  

complained. Behnke said he had not. King asked what constituted living in it. Hupp stated that temporary  

living was no more than 30 days in one place. Allowing camper in driveway for family for a week is fine.  
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Hart said camper wasn’t hooked up to anything other than electricity and owner didn’t stay for more than a 

few days at a time, and was only staying until property purchased nearby, so wouldn’t be considered 

permanent. 

Behnke suggested having two separate community clean-up weeks instead of one long one. Motion by 

Kerkman, seconded by King, to have one clean-up week the week of Memorial Day in May and one clean-

up week the week of Labor Day in September. Voting aye: Kerkman, King, Schlecht, Hart. Nay: none. 

Absent: Kester. 

Economic report presented. Grant paperwork moving forward. Website almost complete, but can go live 

before finished if Board wishes. Director Lauren Sheridan out of office for personal reasons until end of 

January, possibly early February.   

Library report presented. Second trivia night at The Waterhole being planned. Nebraska Extension 

program held but due to rescheduling, only two kids participated. Library applying for summer intern grant. 

Clerk report presented. Nine late fees with no disconnect notices assessed. Schlecht, Hart and King 

positions up for re-election this year. Deadline for them to file is July 15. Other residents who want to run 

have until Aug. 1 to file at county clerk’s office. Resident at 609 Nebraska St. reached out about streetlight 

in alley behind house. Previous owner paid for light, but new owner doesn’t want. Power company reverted 

possession to Village, but Village can approve taking it down. Behnke stated only light in town in an alley. 

Board agreed pole can be taken down, so Hupp will contact ERPPD. 

No sheriff’s report presented. 

Motion by Hart, seconded by King, to approve amended agenda item 15a to transfer $76.54 from 

water/sewer checking to general checking to correct bank error on utility bill ACH return. Written backwards 

on agenda as from general to water/sewer. Voting aye: Hart, King, Schlecht, Kerkman. Nay: none. Absent: 

Kester. 

Motion by Schlecht, seconded by Hart, to approve transferring $633.00 from library checking to library 

savings for donations received. Hart asked if donations were from Christmas store and Hupp confirmed. 

Voting aye: Schlecht, Hart, Kerkman, King. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by King, to approve transferring $9,000.00 from water/sewer savings to 

general checking to pay for portion of Main St. culvert. Voting aye: Kerkman, King, Schlecht, Hart. Nay: 

none. Absent: Kester. 

Motion by Kerkman, seconded by Schlecht, to approve transferring $10,000.00 from general savings to 

general checking for operating costs. Voting aye: Kerkman, Schlecht, King, Hart. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

Discussion held regarding sending bill for highway sign repairs to resident who witness told Hupp was 

responsible for striking sign during summer of 2025. State covered cost to replace sign, but Village 

responsible for electrical for flashing light. Resident to be contacted to discuss responsibility and willingness 

to reimburse Village for repair costs. 

Confirmed next regular meeting date of Monday, Feb. 9 at 7 p.m. Kerkman will be absent. 

Motion by Hart, seconded by King, to approve claims of $105,124.43 and payroll of $7,935.75. Voting 

aye: Hart, King, Schlecht, Kerkman. Nay: none. Absent: Kester. 

General Checking: Antelope Co. Sheriff, srv, 1,352.25; Bartak Glass, rpr, 354.90; Black Hills Energy, 

util, 655.01; Bomgaars, sup, 530.60; Clearwater Public Library, tnfr, 2,250.00; Clearwater Market, sup, 9.29; 

ColdType Publishing, adv/rent, 864.11; ERPPD, util, 1,164.56; Economic Savings, tnfr, 2,575.29; Farmers 

Pride, util, 338.00; Flenniken Electric, rpr, 18,361.72; Jarecki Sharp & Petersen, lgl, 300.00; Kerkman 

Electric, rpr, 455.65; Main St. Repair, rpr, 590.99; NNTC, util, 197.78; Neligh Auto & Machine, Inc., sup, 

56.30; Northeast Neb. Clerks Association, 20.00; Western Oil, fuel, 120.91; ALLO Business, srv, 301.00; 

Neb. Dept. of Revenue, tx, 2,794.35; EMC Insurance, ins, 4,768.63; Payroll, pay, 7,167.59.  

Water/Sewer Checking: ASAP Express, srv, 15.55; Bud’s Sanitary Service, util, 3,401.00; ERPPD, util, 

747.54; Municipal Supply Inc., of Omaha, sup, 251.18; Neb. Public Health Enviro Lab, srv, 15.00; One Call 

Concepts, Inc., srv, 4.92; PowerTech, sup, 247.47; Two Rivers Irrigation, sub, 320.00; US Post Office, sup, 

234.00; Orval’s Auto Service, sup, 209.95; General Checking, tnfr, 76.54; Rutjens Construction, srv, 

59,704.65; Neb. Dept. of Revenue, tx, 565.55; Water/Sewer Savings, tnfr, 3,000.00. 

Economic Checking: ColdType Publishing, rent, 60.00. 

Fire Checking: Island Supply Welding Co., sup, 50.20; Midwest Automatic Fire Sprinkler Co., srv, 

285.00; Northeast Community College, srv, 39.20; One Billing Solutions, srv, 170.91. 

Library Checking: Clearwater Market, sup, 31.43; Library Savings, tnfr, 633.00; Payroll, pay, 768.16. 

No attorney report presented. 

Kerkman mentioned discussion needs to be held regarding utility rates, so will be placed on Feb. 9 agenda. 

Hupp to provide newspaper with rate study information. 

Motion by Hart, seconded by King, to approve adjourning and closing meeting. Voting aye: Hart, King, 

Schlecht, Kerkman. Voting nay: none. Absent: Kester. Meeting closed at 8:12 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________    ________________________________ 

Chairperson Kelly Kerkman      Clerk Angie Hupp 


